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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

State cautions on adverse impact from Continental Commons plans 
 
April 29, 2016.  Fishkill, New York.  The New York State Historic Preservation Office, or SHPO, 
has issued a statement to the Town of Fishkill Planning Board declaring that the proposed 
commercial construction on an undeveloped section of the historic Fishkill Supply Depot lands 
could "negatively impact" the site’s archaeological cultural resources. 
 
Announcement of the state's comments was made by Friends of Fishkill Supply Depot, a 
nonprofit citizens group that seeks to preserve the site and avert its loss to commercial 
construction. 
  
The letter from the office came as part of a regular process conducted under the State 
Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA) that applies to government actions, in this case, the 
planning board’s review of a company’s proposal to build a “Continental Commons” 
commercial project on the site, which is on Route 9 south of Snook Road. 
  
“Our group applauds the position adopted by the state’s Historic Preservation Office which 
clearly underscores the archaeological potential of the Supply Depot.  If development occurs, 
our ability to study a site central to the very founding of our Nation will be lost forever” said 
Lance Ashworth, president of Friends of Fishkill Supply Depot. 
 
The group opposes development on the site, listed on the National Register of Historic Places 
for its role as a major operations center and staging area in the American Revolution. 
 
“The state’s letter reaffirms how Continental Commons is fraught with complications” 
Ashworth added. 
 
The letter, dated April 21, is from Nancy Herter, archaeology unit program coordinator for the 
SHPO, part of the Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation. It was sent to Debbie 
Davis, planning board secretary in Fishkill, in response to a request for comments required 
under SEQRA.  The planning board is responsible for conducting this review as it weighs 
Continental Commons' application for a special use permit and site plan approval. 
 
Per Ashworth, key concerns outlined in the letter include: 
 
-- "...First the loss of open space associated with the site alters its surviving setting. Second, any 
ground disturbing activity has the potential to directly impact archaeological resources." 



 
Herter said no earth-moving activity should occur until all archaeology has been completed. 
This is an important point, Ashworth said, because heavy equipment had been seen digging in 
mid-April on the site, an activity to which the Friends objected and brought to the town's and 
state’s attention. 
 
Herter said in the letter, "A construction monitoring plan should be developed and 
implemented by ... qualified archaeologists" and should include the office's Human Remains 
Discovery Protocol. 
 
Herter also said: 
 
-- Redesign of the project is suggested. 
-- Failing that, mitigation measures should be taken. 
-- These include doing a soil investigation to reveal archaeological features, removing a parking 
lot from the plan to create a vegetative buffer around the identified Revolutionary War soldiers’ 
cemetery on the site, creating protection measures for the cemetery including a maintenance 
plan; developing an exhibit to share the story and cataloging all artifacts that are found.  
 
Another report, the National Park Service American Battlefield Protection Program report on 
the Fishkill Supply Depot, prepared by Hunter Research, is soon to be released and made public, 
Ashworth said. 
 
Fishkill was once the site of General George Washington’s principal supply depot from which 
soldiers drew supplies, weapons, ammunition, transport, and food items -- all in support of the 
main Revolutionary War effort.  The supply depot was also home to several hospitals, barracks 
for troops, and a prison that held British soldiers after the American victory at Saratoga.  
Though much of the original Fishkill Supply Depot has been lost to development, the 10.4 acre 
lot in question represents the nation’s only undisturbed site of the Continental Army’s supply 
and logistics operation.   
 

For more on the Friends of the Fishkill Supply Depot, including volunteer opportunities and 
ways to donate, please see www.fishkillsupplydepot.org.  The Friends of the Fishkill Supply 
Depot is a recognized 501(c)(3) organization formed to preserve, study, and interpret the 
Fishkill Supply Depot site. 
 
 

### 
  

http://www.fishkillsupplydepot.org/

